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“Wow, that's amazing! How do they do that?"™

Sculptors to hit sand

Annual sandsculpting
begins Wednesday
on Fort Myers Beach

BY CHARLES AUNNELLS

on namae & job o at the annual
American  Sandsculpting
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hnspm-lmtﬂ done it,

For 25 years, the Forl
ﬂmhumnhnmﬂmﬂﬁﬂ
tended bar, waved cars into parking
lats and much, much more.

Practically the only she hasg-
nt done is sand scul taell.

“Mooop.,” she s sk i
s BVET O i sand sculpt-
InE"thnknht. but that's ns far as 1

Theres plenty to look at, of
e, Alsop always looks for-
ﬁmmﬂgm soulplors
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« Information: 454-7500 or sand-

She'll get her chance next week,
when the festival celebrates lts 25th

seLdpime
The sculpiors have i Esetrier

and better every year Alsop says.
"Theyve leamed as weve
learned,” she says. "In the begin-

See COVER STORY 17
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ning, it wasnt that ancy.

“Now_ they can do
almost anything.”

Ovier the yeirs, sculplors
have mumed Forl Myers
Beach’s sugar-white sand
into mermalkds, dragons,
snowmen and anything
else they could imagine.
And, yes, they've sculpted
sand casthes, (00 — some-
times (owering a4 story or
twor above the beach.

John Alblon remembers
attending the sand sculpt-
ing festival long before he
tnok the reins three years
ago as president of the Fort
Myers Beach Area Cham-
her of Conumerce,

I remember  being
amazed,” he says. “Its
always beon a good event.
And people have always
sald, "Wow, that’s amazing!
How do they do that?™

Ihe chamber started the
fiestival 25 years apo. MNow
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“The chamber started the festival 25
vears ago. Now the event atiracts an
estimated 70,000 to 100,000 a year.”

— John Albion, president of the Fort Myers
Beach Area Chamber of Commerce

the ovent attmcts an esti-
mated 70,000 1o 100,000 a
year, Albion says,

Orver the years, sculpiors
have come to Fort Myers
Beach from as far away as
Latvia, The Netherlands
and Singapore,  Albion

This years champi-
onship features 16 mukster
seulptors, Many of them
will go on (o compete n
the World Champlonship
of Sand Sculpting {an event
that will be held in Forl
Myers Beach for the first
time in mid-MNovember).

Longtime sculptor
"Amazin’” Walter Mclon-
ald started competing @

the American Sandsculpt-
ing Champlonship in 1992,
He's been back almost
every year since then, and
he'll be thent again next
wiettk,

"1 go back every time |
can,” he savs, 1 just love io
be there, I've got [rends
there. Those other sand
sculptors ane just like fami-
Iy now.”

The sculpmures have got-
ten better and bigger overy
year, Pestival chairman
Andrew Cochrane say:
And theyve gotten I!:ﬂf::.:.
too, sometimes reaching
heights of 15-20 feal.

“They're always trying
new things,” he says.

HPECIAL TO THI i
Kirk Rademaker won sixih place last year with “Fis
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